of violence or other unfriendly action against an individual on account
of his nationality, language or race is guilty of a misdemeanour punish-
able with imprisonment varying from eight days to three months.
Similar penalties are provided for any person who in gross and coarse
fashion publicly calumniates the nation or a racial minority in a
manner calculated to lower esteem of the Republic or to endanger
public order in the Republic or adversely affect its international
relations (para. 14 of the Defence of the Republic Act, No. 50 in the
Collection of Laws ana Decrees of 1923). These penalties protect
all nationalities in equal fashion, and they protect not only Czechoslovak
subjects, but also the subjects of other countries. In addition to this,
sanctions are provided to protect nationality from oppression (para. 1
of the Act of Parliament to prevent oppression and to protect freedom
of assembly, No. 309 in the Collection of Laws and Decrees, 1921),
an offence which is committed by anyone who maltreats another (or
his family, his relations or any person under his protection) or causes
him bodily harm or injures him in respect of his liberty, his honour,
his property or his livelihood, or who threatens him with such injury,
or who wilfully exploits difficulties immediately menacing him, or
who takes advantage of his own position as official, teacher, clergyman
or employer to desire wrongfully to enforce something upon that other,
to make him do, or omit or suffer something. A strike or a lockout
can be regarded as injury in this sense if it be directed against individual
employees for nationality reasons.''

National autonomy chiefly applied to the management of schools
(maintained by the State) for national minorities, which were ad-
ministered by elected councils. At the same time certain privileges
were reserved for the Czechoslovaks, or rather for the Czechoslovak
language. These were codified in the Language Law of 1920 which
established Czechoslovak as the official State language of the Republic.
It was thus the official language of all public offices, courts and other
organs of the Republic ; it was the language of command in the army,
the language in which laws were promulgated and binding, in which
all business of the civil service was conducted, and which had an
official name for every inhabited locality in the Republic. The Czecho-
slovak language also, as is proper, was taftight as an obligatory subject
in the schools of the other nationalities ; and finally it was the official
language of Parliament (but subject to far-reaching concessions to
minority languages, as described hereunder).

However, the linguistic rights of minorities were also expressly
protected by law. For this purpose, Czechoslovakia was divided into
two spheres: one, in which persons speaking a language other than
Czechoslovak did not number 20 per cent, of the entire population ;
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